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rr. J. F, Arisil

City Clezk

City cf Themaszvillie
tucicipal Buildinj
Thomesville, Georgia 31792

laer My, Arfisil:

This is im referamce to Act No. 705 of tho 1968
Gecorgia Cenaral Assexbly which changes the method of
electin; wembers of the Beard of Educstion im the City
of Thomagville, which you sukmitted to the Attorney
Genersl pursuant o Sestic: 3 of tha Voting Rights
Act of 1965. Your submission, eriginaliy receivad m
Anvri) 13, 1972, was complated on June 26, 1872,

After carefully considering the proposad chapge,
the supporting material sad information obtsined from
Othe¢r sources, we are unabie to econclude, a8 we w3t
under the Voting Rights Act, that cthis plan does not
hava the purTpose snd will not have the effact of
denying or abridging the right to vete ca account of
race ox cgler, 1 must, therefors, ou behalf of che
Attornay General, interpoce sn objectiocu to ths
irplenenitation of thils plsa.

The aclt iuvolve! in this sulnission change tlw
wethiod of electing aschocl vosrd mexbars in Thoaaaville
frou an st-lavge eystowm regquiriny a pluvaiity to elect
o an at-large syotam requiring a =3jority te elect in
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gddition to resuiring candidetes o rm for mmbercd
po3ii., The effect of consuging from ths prurality
ayalen previowsly im effcct for election to the
Bogrd of Educstion to a syster reuirin, candidates
to roz for nuubered pests amd te sataln & majoricy
of votes cest well msy be to eliminats the potentisl
for a political or re-isl minority to viest & xepra-
senitative which existed wndir sricy isw, Such e
dilutlive uflect, as e-plied o rucisl winovities, hs
been recognized by various courts. Jee, €.4., Graves
v, Sarmes, (W.D. lexzs No. A=Ti=CA=1%?, J2a. 27, 1%72),
Siip Upinioa 2t pp. 37 end 33; irmstom v. Sceott,

(k.U. N.C. Fo, 26(C6-Civil, Jem. LJ, 1977, Siin
Upiniom at 17, n, 9; and Sims v, Anus, (M.v. Ala.,

dc. 1744-4, Jan, 3, 1972). Indeed, the results of
electiocns already heid wundar Act 765 in Thocasvilie,
which you furnished in counasction with the submission,
would aeeu to confirm the existenc: of the dliiution of
black wotln,; stremzth sthich thege Jecislions describs.

la

W& can sppreclate the difficuities which may
be occasicned by the deterrination resched in thi
watter, Undler tha circumatances hers imvolved, howevsr,
ve are nerausdad that the Voting Ki _hts Act regulrasa
thisz res:lt, :

Cf co.tee, Sectim § permmiis vou to sec. =z
Zeziaralory juilprent frox the Ofiztrict Court for ihe
virtrict of Conlunbia that thiz p.en nalther had the
n.ryoze nor #i.1 have tihe nfie-r of deunvin: cr abrid s
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the rigzht to vote on saccoumt eof race, £il such a
Judgrent is rendered by that esurt, however, the
le3zal effect of the objection of the Attorner Cimers:
is to render unenforceable this chenze in thr wetho
cf electing werberz of the Bozrl of Zduwestion in
Taowasviila,

“incerely,

DAVID L. Rubsaz
Aasiatant Attoruey Geneval
Civii Rizhta livizioc




